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vances in the last decades. The first Protes-
tant missions were started about 1870. Mis-
sionary work under most of the different
Protestant societies is carried on in the Straits
Settlements, Siam, the Dutch East Indies,
and the Philippine Islands, the last being
opened to Protestant missions upon the an-
nexation of the islands to the United States i
in 1898. In Asia Minor, Palestine, Arabia,
Persia, Baluchistan and Afghanistan mission-
ary work is gradually spreading, particularly
along educational and medical lines.

The mission field in Africa embraces prac-
tically the entire continent and presents a
problem somewhat different from that of any
other large mission field. The majority of the
inhabitants are less developed socially and
intellectually than those of any other con-
tinent, and here Mohammedan missionaries
are found side by side with the Christians.
In Liberia missionary work has been done by
the Baptist, Presbyterian, Methodist and
Episcopal churches. South Africa is the most
promising part of the continent for mission-
ary work. Among pioneers there were Robert
Moffat and David Livingstone. AH Protes-
tant societies have representatives in South
Africa, more than 50 societies being at work
there and Protestant Christians numbering
over a million communicants. Industrial and
medical missions are of the utmost impor-
tance. Dr. Patton estimated 10,000,000 Chris-
tians in a total population of 130,000,000 for
all Africa. In North America missionary en-
deavor includes work among the Indians,
Negroes, and Eskimos, and the foreign pop-
ulation of the great cities. In South America
there are Protestant missions in all of the
states.

Modern Roman Catholic missions date
practically from the foundation of the Jesuit
order by Loyola in 1534. Francis Xavier, the
most famous of the early Jesuit missionaries,
went to Goa in 1542, and labored for ten
years in Southern India, the Eastern archi-
pelago, and Japan. His greatest success was in
Japan; but the work there was not lasting.
In 1622 the Congregation for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith was founded at Rome; and
in 1627 the College for the same purpose,
and before long the Congregation of Priests
and the Seminary for Foreign Missions in
Paris. Important missionary work has been
carried on by various religious orders, chief
among which were the Jesuits, who worked
in all parts of the mission field; the Capu-
chins in the Levant, North Africa, and South
America; the Carmelites in India; the Do-

minicans in Turkey; the Lazarists in China,
Persia, the Levant and South America; the
Franciscans in China, the Philippine Islands,
Egypt, and North Africa. An English society,
St. Joseph's Foreign Missionary Society,
founded in 1870, carried on work in Uganda
and India.

Until the time of the Reformation such
missionary work as was undertaken was car-
ried on largely by the Jesuits. In 1523 Loyola
went to Cyprus and Jaffa with the intention
of converting the Mohammedans, and by his
personal teaching and activity aroused the
whole Roman Church to a sense of mission-
ary obligation. The Portuguese who reached
Ceylon in the sixteenth century introduced
Christianity, but when the Dutch arrived in
the next century the priests were banished.
The Nestorians probably were the first Chris-
tian missionaries to reach China. They estab-
lished schools and churches in the seventh
century and were probably active there until
the ninth century. In the thirteenth century
a Franciscan mission under three friars suc-
ceeded in reaching Mongolia but not China.
In 1294, however, John of Monte Corvino
reached Cambaluc (Peking) and for twelve
years labored to spread the kingdom of God.
The Bible was translated into Chinese and
other literary work was done. In the eight-
eenth century a decrease of missionary zeal,
persecutions, the suppression of the Jesuit
order, and the closing of religious houses
following the French Revolution caused a
decline in the number of Chinese Christians,
but in 1830 a revival of Roman Catholic mis-
sions in China took place.

Francis Xavier and two companions
reached Japan in 1549 and a year later left
a Japanese, named Anjiro, in Kagoshima in
charge of 150 baptized Christians. Roman
Catholic missions are now maintained in
Japan, Siam, China, Malay Peninsula, the
Philippines, Turkey, Tibet and Mongolia. In
Africa there are Roman Catholic missions in
Egypt, Algiers, Morocco, Liberia, Dahomey,
the Cameroons, and other sections. Roman
Catholic missions were founded in North
America shortly after its discovery, and tor
three centuries Spanish missionaries exerted
considerable influence in the South and
Southwest. Franciscans labored among the
Indians of Texas and California and French
Jesuits in Canada.

Since the World War the work of Roman
Catholic missions has shown remarkable zeal.
Pope Pius XL has manifested a passion for
missions in encyclical letters bearing more 01